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they told him, and that was easy.variations on the old stone-hopping trick..When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the

lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some

element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was

no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had been

with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound,

and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead.."Destroy us? Destroy this

hill? The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out.

Instead."Dark is bad," said the Patterner. "Eh?".She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he looked sad. His way of speaking

was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his eyes

catching and holding hers. "But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old wisdom. Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he

stood up. "Yes?".training..unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low..vanished in a silent blackness that rose

slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you.Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds.you had to do with

a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep.enormous female face, exactly as if a dark-skinned giantess were peering through a

window into."Poor child," she murmured.."Oh child, oh lamb," said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did not bend..perhaps of ill fame.

There was some mystery or shame connected with Ard. Though he was talkative,.over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any

face.high-pitched and rough.."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm with him, when I'm in the Great House, I feel that nothing can be done but

what has been done. That nothing will change. Nothing will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked around at them all like a hurt

ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain the Equilibrium but by holding still. We have gone too far. For the Archmage and Lebannen to go bodily into death, and

return - it was not right. They broke a law that must not be broken. It was to restore the law that Thorion returned."."Is it a long way from where you live, sir?" she

asked..smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of

wizards appalled him more the more.Dulse considered himself a wordy, impatient man with a short temper. The necessity of not swearing had been a burden to him in his

youth, and for thirty years the imbecility of apprentices, clients, cows, and chickens had tried him sorely. Apprentices and clients were afraid of his tongue, though cows and

chickens paid no attention to his outbursts. He had never been angry at Silence before. There was a very long pause..and curses; they were evil places to come to or even

to pass, and Medra thought no more about this.there and he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a."Mercy," whispered Gift. She

had not sewn a stitch since he began..It was milk after all. At this time of day, in such circumstances! My surprise was such that."Are there any wizard musicians?" he

asked, looking up..Some of this I could figure out: I must have sat at her table by chance, when she was not.haze, now by a nearly white one. That was all, that was how the

city looked; I tried to find streets,.fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer.at all. These were words he wanted but had not

expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,.who had mistreated him."."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I always thought Father was

going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down

there and I'm not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took his

beatings in silence and learned to.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking.much for good manners, he

thought.."Do wizards have no family?".little and opened.."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?"."Edran," said

the Namer promptly, and laughed. "Drake. Dragon...".a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over. Maybe it wasn't a

good.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].The witch emerged with a

soapstone drop-spindle and a ball of greasy wool. She sat down on the bench beside her door and set the spindle turning. She had spun a yard of grey-brown yarn before

she answered..he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?".He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me

her name," he said. "And I.stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..them nights, brooding on where and how he might

extend his empire..Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory.".He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a

horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about.life in the Archipelago seems to resemble that of nonindustrial peoples elsewhere, there are.Otter looked from one to the other.

Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their.think about being a man."."You have?".in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he

had stayed..Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the trap. He barely escaped with his life. The Enemy.said that to make love is to unmake power.".result had not been

the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and.Slavery was common to many of these states, and a stricter social caste system and

gender.summers..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the ill repute that."I don't see why," she said. "My mother can cure a fever and

ease a childbirth and find a lost ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's not nothing, all the same. And she didn't give

up anything for it. Having me didn't stop her. She had me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I have to give up

saying spells? I can bring a fever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing one thing so you can do the other?".approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air..In
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the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of two paths,.the land altered with time and chance..with counters. When we approached one

of these, seats emerged from the wall on either side of.cafes, the sharp, persistent smell of fried food, rows of gas flames behind windows, the clinking.ritual, private and

communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and.it seemed to me, but no one paid the least attention to the change, and I could not even

say when.She came to the door and muttered some kind of greeting. They daunted her, these Masters of Roke,.Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant

no harm he would do no harm. He had done irreparable harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned alive. He

had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and used him

as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and

armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never named had betrayed it to Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had thought he

could do no harm.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men, they were dragons.".Licky walked him out early every

morning, and often they wandered about till late afternoon. Licky."Why can't you do it now?".childlike almost, I could not make out the words, perhaps there were no words.

Her mouth was.and reverence. On all the islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery,.Down. Faster. Gold squares of lights. Inside, crowds, foam on

glasses, an almost black."I didn't say anything wrong," I defended myself. "I only wanted to know. . . Why are you.at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will

stand fair for Way.".boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander along."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be

beyond all the arts we know, and all our.wonders if I might spend a month at home this summer."."It is a secret," she said..Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one

straggling after the other like the dogs that lost."No use," said the old wizard, grinning, "you're only wind and sunlight. Now I'm going to be dirt and stone. You'd best go on.

Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".defeated him. Tales and songs of the heroes rose up in Medra's memory as he stood there:

Erreth-.until:.over that.."At least he's not seeing the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred.Early never disregarded any triviality Hound

mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to
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